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April 15 , 1969 



Tear Art, 



On those of the nishts or. which I go to bed on which I count my 
blessings, do you think T thank C»ed for the underground press which finds it 
impossible to “ant I ce* underground books (even s tingle time} while busily 
engaged in publicising competitive commercial one6 lend dated ones et that)? 

"*y own reusing cf tnla press for wnicb x aali hoped so much tells 
me It uas fcaeone its own kina cf establishment, its cwn kind of cooks roielism, 
hence its own kind of failure, its own kino of betryyal of freedom of the press* 

•Ind uncritical ! Sycophantic sna unthinking! 

•e do not help our friends by tailing them taey are right and 
fonder ful when^tuey are wrong and hurtful. I mews this specifically, in two 
s plicetions. This is neither friendship ncr responsibility, either. 

°y now, especially when i have not seen thos^ promised 3enaeticns and 
revelstions in your paper, you are wondering hew to spend the wages of sycophancy, 
i'ou cannot join tar wolfpsck, for that <<ould be wrong, it slsc is no way to treat 
a friend, and also does not help, -nd you cannot write the stories, beesuoe they 
would be felse. 



The ley I was to it., ve met you for lunch, the dote you didn’t keep e nd 
iidn't betnar to break, you ^ight have learned what .ir.ht hove saved you ./hut you 
should now find vary embarrassing. Ask 'teve Burton, who also would net listen. 

Ana how kind you were; that wrs one of several aleeplee.- nights that trip, end on 
those trip c there *u rarely more thun two t fore hours of sleep ®r night. 

Is t on that same trip you ordered copies £f my still-unknown, still 
fresh, ana very underground bock lEOTOGBaTallf T.ITB" .ASH. nu were going to promote 
it, sell it in your stores. i ou have more sensations in that book that are true and 
viable than in all the crep you four.d space for Vast almost without exception was 
the most awful trash and nonsense. Temembor, I told you you could reproduce the 
until-then cup^reesef documents if you gave proper credit. If you have mentioned 
the book once, ever, in veur scis that y'nxplsce in your ova poper, it baa escaped 
my attention. You did print a peid-fer alas. ifled ad* asking where another of -.y books 
could be obtained. That beck? The only one with the unquestioned fact about New orlean 
An entirely original book, loaded with feet on ■. sensation, and unknown to your Baders 
end book customers. Need I remind you whet, tL-nka tc your peper, they do "know"? 

Because cf such eminently fair treatment by your peper and the others 
of the "underground" (id of which hfeve be-n o'ly too happy to rrlnt under the name 
of another whet w es blatantly stolen), 1 now have throe books in limited editions, 
unable to print that. And they are hot! 

The past con ot be undone or relived. I would like to se-^ some cf those 
responsible atone to the degree possible. 

X heve written you ebout this in the past without rssp-nse. 1’ou owe 



me fcr those books still. I enclose your ‘■'arch 5, 1968 note that acknowledges 
receipt. I would appreciate it if you could now pay this promptly. % need, as 
always, is urgent, 8nd it is long overdue. 

1 also regret you never found it possible to line up e speaking 
engagement. ¥ou do not knoa how I communicate ith tnat kina of audience - yet 
without lies, manufactures, distortions - with solid materiel you have yet to 
hear seriously questioned. 



Sincerely, 



Harold e is berg 



